
 
 



How to Make a Disciple 
This is a specific game plan for establishing a new believer.  Each of the segments are essential 
concepts that a person needs to understand and apply to move forward in their relationship with 
God.  This is not an exhaustive list but is a good starter.  One of the base assumptions is that the 
new believer needs to have a clear Biblical understanding of core discipleship principles. Work 
systematically and slowly through the verses and concepts.  The goal is help them learn these so 
that they can teach others (II Tim 2:2). 
 

Vision Casting 

 Share the Gospel to make sure they understand the gospel and are definitely a believer 
 Share the Discipleship Vision to make sure they understand the big pictures of 

discipleship and spiritual growth 

 

 

Security of Believer 

 John 10:25-30 
 I John 5:11-13 (John 1:12, John 3:16, John 5:18-24, John 20:24-29) 
 John 17:3 
 Romans 8:31-39 
 Ephesians 2:1-10 
 Roman 8:5-17 (focus vs 9, 14,16) (Galatians 5:16-24) 
 I John 2:28-29 

 

 

Forgiveness of Sin 

 Genesis 2:16-17, 3:1-3 
 James 1:13-15 (I John 2:15-17, I Corinthians 10:13) 
 I John 3:1-10 (Psalms 19:12-14) 
 I John 1:8-10 
 Psalms 32:1-7 
 Psalms 103:6-14 (Isaiah 43:25) 
 Romans 7:14-8:2 (Galatians 5:16-25) 

 

 

 



Quiet Time 

 Luke 10:38-42 
 Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 Philippians 3:7-11 
 II Timothy 3:16-17 (John 15:7) 
 Mark 1:35 (Luke 5:16) 
 Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 John 17:3  
 7 Minutes with God 

 

 

Vision for Growth (Vision/Wheel) 

 II Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:20 
 Romans 12:1, John 14:21 
 2 Timothy 3:16, Joshua 1:8 
 John 15:7, Philippians 4:6, 7 
 Matthew 18:20, Hebrews 10:24, 25 
 Matthew 4:19, Romans 1:16 
 Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Timothy 2:2, Acts 1:8 
 The Vision Illustration 
 The Wheel Illustration 
 The Multiplication Math (2-4-8-16-32 etc) 

 

 

Lordship/Obedience 

 Col 1:16-18 
 I Corinthians 6:19-20 
 James 4: 7-8 
 Philippians 2:9-11 
 I Corinthians 8:5,6 
 Luke 6:46-49 
 Revelations 5:9 
 Luke 9:23-26 
 Matthew 6:33 
 Throne of Life- Non Believer, Carnal, Spiritual 

 

 



Word 

 II Timothy 3:16-17 
 I Peter 1:20-21 
 Matthew 5:17-20 
 Psalms 1 
 John 8:31-32 
 John 15:7 
 Joshua 1:8 
 Psalms 119:9-11 
 Ezra 7:10 
 Matthew 7:24-28 
 Matthew 24:35 
 Is 55:8-11 
 The Hand Illustration- Hearing, Reading, Studying, Memorizing, Meditation 
 Inductive Bible Study- Observation, Interpretation, Correlation, Application 

 

 

Prayer 

 Matthew 6:5-15 
 John 15:7 
 Philippians 4:6-7 
 II Chronicles 7:14 
 John 17 
 Exodus 32:7-14 
 Psalms 5:1-3 
 Proverbs 15:29 
 Matthew 21:22 
 ACTS- Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication 

 

 

Fellowship 

 Hebrews 10:24-25 
 John 13:34-35 
 Matthew 5:23-26, Matthew 18:15-17, Matthew 18: 21-35, Ephesians 4:32 
 Philippians 2:1-4 
 Romans 15:5-7 
 Ephesians 4:25-32 
 I Corinthians 12:12-27 

 



Witnessing 

 Romans 1:16 
 Matthew 4:19 
 Acts 8: 26-38 
 Revelations 12:11 
 Acts 1:8 
 II Timothy 4:2 
 I Peter 3:15 
 Matthew 28:19-20 
 Develop an Evangelistic Testimony (Life Before Christ, Story around coming to Christ 

(include presentation of Gospel and prayer of commitment), Life after Becoming a 
Christian 

 Work on a Gospel Presentation (Bridge, 4-Laws, Roman Road) 

 

 

Holy Spirit 

 John 14: 16-17 
 John 14:26 
 John 15:26 
 John 16:7-11 
 John 16:13-15 
 Act 5:1-5 (focus 4) 
 Romans 8:5-17 (focus 9, 11, 13, 14, 16) 
 Romans 8:26-27 
 Ephesians 1:13-14 
 II Peter 1:20-21 
 Ephesians 5:18-21 
 Galatians 5:16-25 
 I Corinthians 12:13 
 Spiritual Gifts I Corinthians 12, 13, 14 (Romanas 12:4-8, I Peter 4:10-11, Ephesians 4:11-

13) 
 Discuss Fruit of Spirit verses Gift of Spirit 
 Discuss Baptism of Holy Spirit (Charasmatic vs Guidance) 
 Bird Book from Crusade- Spiritual Breathing 

 

 

 

 

 



Biblical Stewardship/Personal Finance 

Psalms 24:1-2 says “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell 
in it.  For He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.” 

Stewardship is acting like God owns it all.  A goal to discuss is to become a Generous Steward.  
To be generous is to give of your finances to advance God’s kingdom.  To be a Steward is to be 
well-managed and God centered in your finances.   

1) Are you God centered in your finances? 

2) Are you well-managed in your finances?  

7 Key areas to manage in personal finance 

 Do you have a WORKING BUDGET- Proverbs 21:5 
 Are you reaching your GIVING goals- 2 Corinthian 9:6-7 
 Are you SAVING for the future- Proverbs 21:20 
 Are you MANAGING DEBT well- Proverbs 22:7 
 Are you protecting your family with INSURANCES- Proverbs 27:12 
 Are you protecting your family with an ESTATE PLAN- Proverbs 13:22 
 Do you have INTEGRITY IN YOUR FINANCIAL DEALINGS- Proverbs 28:6 

 

3) Are you generous towards God’s Kingdom? 

The average believer is giving 1-2% of their income.  And this is a huge issue in the Church with 
our responsibility to fulfill the Great Commission. 

 Psalms 24:1-2 
 Genesis 12:1-3 
 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 
 Proverbs 3:9-10 
 Numbers 18:25-32 
 Proverbs 11:25 
 Malachi 3:6-10 
 John 3:16 
 Matthew 6:19-21 

 Matthew 25:14-30 
 Mark 12:41-44 
 Luke 6:38 
 Luke 11:42 
 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 Ephesians 1:7-8 
 Philippians 1:3-5; 4:15-18 
 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

 
Where should we invest Kingdom Funds? 

In the New Testament, there are at least 7 key areas that believers are expected to 
give 

 The local church- Acts 4:36-37, 1 Timothy 5:17-18, Acts 13:1-3, 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, 
Galatians 6:6-10, I Timothy 5:3-16 

 Missions- 1 Corinthian 9, 3 John 5-8, Roman 15:22-24, Acts 15:3, Titus 3:13-14, 1 
Corinthians 16:5-6 



 The poor- Matthew 6:2-4 
 Widows and orphans- James 1:27 
 Other believers- Acts 2:43-47, 4:32-35, 6:1-6; 2 Corinthians 8, 2 Corinthians 9, James 

2:14-17, 1 John 3:16-18 
 Aging parents- I Timothy 5:3-16 (focus vs 8), Mark 7:9-13 
 The community- Matthew 5:13-16, Hebrews 13:2 

We encourage each believer to pray about how much God would have them give, and then pray 
about where He wants them to give. At the end of the day, we should all look at our giving and 
ask ourselves, 

Making it Personal: What is God’s teaching on Giving? 

 “Am I being generous?” 
 “How am I investing in each of these key areas listed above?” 
 “Am I following the Lord’s leading in generosity?” 
 “Am I cheerful in my giving?”  
 How do you feel about giving? 
 What is your goal for yourself or your family?   
 What’s the next step? 

 

 

World Vision 
 
Do you have a heart for the nations? 

 Genesis 12:1-3 
 Matthew 28:18-20 
 Acts 1:8 
 Revelation 7:9-10 
 https://www.thetravelingteam.org/ 
 Pray for the World from Operation World family of resources 
 Goer, Sender, Welcomer, Mobilizer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Balanced Living 
 
 
What is your personal 
mission/vision statement? 
 
What are personal strength and 
weaknesses? 
 
What are your personal values? 
 
What are your goals in each of 
these areas? 
 
What are your biggest obstacles to 
living out a godly purpose in each 
of these areas? 

 

Christ-like Character Development 
 
2 Peter Character Ladder- 2 Peter 1:2-11 (NASB) 
 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 
 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 

godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence. 

 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world by lust. 

 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 

 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, godliness, 

 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 
 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 

unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 

purification from his former sins. 
 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 

choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 
 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

will be abundantly supplied to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Character Fruit of Spirit- love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, self-control 

 Character Love- Lev 19:18, John 14:21, Rom 12:9, Gal 5:22, Deut 7:9, John 15:12, 1 Cor 
13:1-13 

 Character Joy- Ps 66:1, Rom 15:13, 1 Thess 2:19, James 1:2, Prov 12:20, Gal 5:22, Heb 
12:2 

 Character Peace 
 Character Patience- Prov 19:11, Gal 5:22, Col 3:12, Eph 4:2, 2 Cor 6:6, Col 1:11, 1 Tim 

1:16 
 Character Kindness- Jer 9:24, 2 Cor 6:6, Col 3:12, 2 Pet 1:7, Rom 11:22, Gal 

5:22, Titus 3:4 
 Character Goodness 
 Character Faithfulness- Josh 24:14, Ps 89:14, Prov 3:3, Prov 20:6, Lam 3:23, Gal 

5:22, Rev 13:10 
 Character Gentleness- Prov 15:1, 1 Cor 4:21, 1 Tim. 3:3, Phil 4:5, Prov 25:15, Eph 

4:2, Col 3:12 
 Character Self-Control- Prov 29:11, Rom 8:6, Prov 16:32, 1 Cor 7:9, 1 Thess 4:4, Rom 

8:8, Cor 7:37 

Character Compassion- Col 3:12, Exodus 34:6, 1 Peter 3:8, James 5:11, Eph. 4:32, Rom 
9:15, Mark 6:34 
Character Contentment- Prov 19:23, Phil 4:11, 1 Tim 6:6, Heb 13:5, Luke 3:14, 1 Tim 
6:8, Phil 4:12 
Character Honesty- Lev 19:11, 2 Kings 12:15, Heb 13:18, Rom 12:17, Prov 12:17, Phil 4:8, Ps 
15:1-2 
Character Holiness- Rom 6:19, 1 Cor 1:30, Heb 12:14, 1 Tim 2:2, Rom 6:22, 2 Cor 7:1, Heb 
12:10 
Character Humility- 2 Chron 7:14, Ps 25:9, Eph 4:2, 1 Pet 5:5, 1 Cor 4:7, Is 66:2,  James 4:10 
Character Diligence- Heb 6: 11, Prov 12:24, Prov 13:4, 1 Tim 4:15, Prov 10:4, Prov 12:27, Prov 
21:5 
Character Servanthood- Matt 20:26, Rom 1:1, Col 1:23, Luke 17:10, Matt 25:21, Phil 2:7, 2 
Tim 2:24 
Character Submissiveness- 1 Tim 2:11, 1 Pet 3:1, Eph 5:21, Jas 4:7, Jas 3:17, Rom 13:1, Heb 
13:17 
Character Tongue- Prov 10:19, Jas 1:26, Jas 1:19, Ps 51:14, Prov 21:23, Jas 3:5,8, Ps 71:24 
Character Thankfulness- Heb 12:28, Ps 7:17, Phil 4:6, Col 3:15, Col 2:7, 1 Thess 5:18, 1 Tim 
4:3 
Character Trust- John 14:1, Ps 112:7, Rom 10:11, Prov 11:13, Prov 13:17, Ps 28:7, 1 Tim 3:11 
Character Quietness- Eccl 9:17, 1 Thess 4:11, 1 Pet 3:4, Isa 32:17, Amos 5:13, 1 Tim 2:2, Isa 
30:15, 
Character Teachability- Prov 9:8, Prov 12:15, Prov 15:22, Acts 18:11, Prov 15:31, Prov 
26:12, 2 Tim 2:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Character- Elder 
The church that I attend- Fellowship Bible Church of NWA is lead by elders.  We have a great 
document that describes the characteristic of an elder for our elder nomination process.  This is 
a great list to aspire to for a godly man. 
 
Characteristic of Elder- Fellowship Bible Church- www.fellowshipnwa.org 
 
The stability and success of a New Testament Church will depend in great measure upon the 
strength of the human leadership. This does not nullify the guiding ministry of the Holy Spirit or 
the operative, enabling grace of God. These truths comfort and sustain us. But the organization 
of the church has been established by our Lord and revealed in Scripture. And this organization 
requires responsible human leadership. But how does one know who should lead and who 
should follow? What guidelines do we have in order to insure that we are making the 
right choices? Interestingly, God has revealed the kind of man who is qualified to be an elder 
(shepherd or overseer). The remarkable observation is that the emphasis is upon mature 
character, not ability or promise. It would appear that godliness is God’s standard for 
leadership. Whatever talents, leadership traits and abilities an elder might possess is all well and 
good, but the bottom-line issue remains: “What kind of Christian character does he possess?” 
What follows in this brief appendix is a cursory analysis of the biblical qualifications of an elder. 
Two major passages give the appropriate data: 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. In this particular study, 
the Titus passage is considered first, and the Timothy passage is added to the Titus data. Twenty 
character qualities are identified. 
 
To assist in personalizing the meaning, suggestions have been made as to how this characteristic 
might appear in life-situations. The “principle-in-action” merely attempts to describe 
(applicationally) the quality. Certainly, additional words could further describe 
the life-principle. 
 
To lead God’s church requires a special man. None of us is perfect, certainly not even the 
leadership of the church. But the elder is characterized as a man who is making progress in these 
various areas of personal life. Like Paul, he would readily admit, “Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of 
it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead ...” (Phil. 
3:12-13 NIV). 
 
May the Lord guide us in recognizing such men to lead us in the church. Let us consider the 
importance of the task and trust God to enable us to seek out and confirm our elders. 
 
The Office of “Elder” Character Qualifications 
1. Titus 1:6 “above reproach” • The person not only has a good reputation, but deserves it. (1 
Tim. 3:2) • Man of genuine, observable integrity – thoroughly honest. (also, Titus 1:7) • 
Unassailable Christian conduct; blameless; unrebukable; spotless. • The sum total of a mature, 
distinctive Christian’s testimony. 
 
2. Titus 1:6 “husband of one wife” • A one-woman kind of man, married and devoted to but one 
woman. (1 Tim. 3:2) • Creatively meets the needs of his wife in a special way. • Known for his 
love, fidelity and devotion to one wife. • Has not been through a broken marriage. 
 
3. Titus 1:6 “having children who believe, not • This means he manages well the affairs of the 
family in a Christian manner. accused of dissipation or rebellion” • The older children (lit. 



“offspring”) have not rejected Christ and rebelled against the parent’s authority. (1 Tim. 3:4) 
(“one who manages his own household • Describes a temperate family not characterized by 
riotous and improper well, keeping his children under control living, but by growth unto 
maturity. with all dignity..”) • Does not describe a man who can minister to others but not his 
own home. 
 
4. Titus 1:7 “not self-willed” • Not a self-centered, self-pleasing, arrogant person. • This man is 
flexible, open, fair; he is willing to admit his mistakes and move forward to correct them. • Does 
not dominate and crush others to one’s own way of thinking.  
 
5. Titus 1:7 “not quick-tempered” • The person described has his temper under control; does not 
let anger flare up quickly; does not have a short fuse. • This one does not let his anger lead to sin 
(Eph. 4:16). • Does not jump to angry conclusions before the facts are heard. 
 
6. Titus 1:7 “not addicted to wine” • The person does not have a “drinking problem” but rather is 
moderate or (1 Tim. 3:3) temperate rather than excessive and addictive. • There is no excessive 
habit which controls this person; he is self-controlled. • This one does not exert his liberty and 
freedom in Christ to the point of excess. 
 
7. Titus 1:7 “not pugnacious” • Does not come to blows in anger against others; does not fight 
either 
(1 Tim. 3:3) physically, verbally or emotionally. • Does not use physical force against others; 
does not abuse physically his wife or children.  
 
8. Titus 1:7 “not fond of sordid gain” • The person’s life is characterized by the pursuit of God 
rather than  (1 Tim. 3:3) (“free from the love of money”) dishonest gain (Matt 6:33). (Also 1 
Peter 5:2) • This one is generous in material gifts, not one who hoards his wealth. • Does not see 
world riches to the exclusion of God.  
 
9. Titus 1:8 “hospitable” • This one’s home is used to entertain others in a relaxed, friendly (1 
Tim. 3:2) hospitable manner. • Feels free to entertain both Christians and non-Christians. • 
Open to other people and their company; sees opportunities to use home for ministry (and does 
so). 
 
10. Titus 1:8 “loving what is good” • Dedicated to that which is truly good or beneficial for 
personal or family life • Seeks out the good in thought, motive, and deed. • Known better for the 
good he embraces, rather than simply the evil he avoids. • Can discern between things and issues 
to know what is truly good and what is not. 
 
11. Titus 1:8 “sensible” • This person lives his life in a wise, prudent manner. (1 Tim. 3:2) • He 
has balanced judgment at home, church, and at work. • This one makes sound, rational 
decisions after prayer and reflection, not rash or overly quick to action, but sound-minded. 
 
12. Titus 1:8 “just” • His life evidences a rightness and justness in dealing with God and man. • 
Conforms his life to the standard of Scriptures; demonstrates practical righteousness. • Can 
make mature, wise, and just decisions based on biblical principles and fairness. 
 
13. Titus 1:8 “devout” • Is set apart to God by a distinctive, holy lifestyle that is in harmony with 
biblical standards and principles. • Seeks to daily walk with God in a close, intimate manner. • Is 
becoming less attached to the staining, polluting effects of sin and is becoming more and more 
“pure in heart” and action; he is engaged in a pursuit of God and practical holiness. 



 
14. Titus 1:8 “self-controlled” • This one is disciplined in his personal control of desires, 
appetites, and felt-needs. • He holds in check his natural impulses; evidences the fruit of self-
control. • Refrains from that which is not profitable, beneficial, lawful.  
 
15. Titus 1:9 “holding fast the faithful word…” • He is doctrinally stable, a life-long student of the 
Scriptures, sound in (also, 1 Tim. 3:2) (able to teach) every respect. • Does not believe, promote 
or hold to unreliable beliefs; stands without hesitation in the doctrinally true, conservative, 
evangelical camp. • He is both teachable by the Scriptures; capable of feeding himself from the 
Word of God. • Characterized as a man of the Word (see Ezra 7:10). • Able to exhort in sound 
teaching but also capable of correct rebuke on the basis of Scriptural teaching 
 
16. 1 Tim. 3:2 “temperate” • Refers to one who is “calm, cool, and collected” in the various 
situations that might arise. • This man has sober-minded judgment; not prone to excessive 
bursts of uncontrolled emotion. • He is stable and steadfast, free from worldly thinking that 
would tend to cloud his thinking. 
 
17. 1 Tim. 3:2 “respectable” • The man is orderly and well-disciplined in personal projects; 
finishes tasks before him; organized. • Refers to a responsible, dependable individual; keeps his 
promise with actions as well as words.  
 
18. 1 Tim. 3:3 “gentle” • He demonstrates patience, forbearance, and yieldedness (deference) 
toward others; he is a true gentleman. • This one is sensitive and tender in dealings with others; 
he can be bold without being brash. • The man is sensitive and empathetic. 
 
19. 1 Tim. 3:3 “uncontentious” • The man is not offensively aggressive; does not insist upon his 
own rights to the exclusion of others. • He has his temper and words under control; is not 
quarrelsome. • He is agreeable, cooperative and a team-worker for the best benefit of the 
ministry. • Does not instigate disagreements, quarrels, fights, and unprofitable debates. 
 
20. 1 Tim. 3:6 “not a new convert” • He has been a believer long enough to clearly demonstrate 
the fruit of the (humble) Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) and spiritual qualifications for an elder. • He is not 
prideful and arrogant; does not seek the office for personal gain (whether financial, social 
position, prominence, or otherwise). • Desires to serve Christ, not self; is spiritually mature 
enough to distinguish the difference. • Has had adequate time to grow and season as a believer; 
he’s not simply eager and enthusiastic about Christ; he demonstrates depth and duration of 
commitment. 
 
Nature (Function) for the Office of Elder 
What is the task of the elder? Fortunately, the Scripture is not silent concerning the specified 
functions that characterize the nature of the office of Elder. Note as well, these are shared areas 
of ministry functions 
 
1) To oversee or rule well (I Thess. 5:12; I Tim. 3:1; I Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:17) 
The first function of an elder is to direct the affairs of the church (cf. I Tim. 5:17 NIV). In a 
mutual-ministry approach, the shared responsibility of elder rule will minimize individual 
weaknesses and maximize strengths. Therefore, the proper administration of the church rests 
with the elders. The Board may choose to delegate their responsibilities to the church staff, but 
the authority for the leadership of the church lies with the overseers. 
 
2) To shepherd the flock of God (Acts 20:28; I Pet. 5:2) 



A major function of elders is to shepherd the church. “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under 
your care ...” (I Peter 5:2a NIV). The imagery of shepherding suggests tender care, protection 
and feeding. These principles lie at the heart of the shepherd-minister who would serve as an 
elder. They form a Biblical framework for effective ministry. 
 
3) To be an example (I Pet. 5:3-5; Heb. 13:7) 
In emphasizing this point, the writer of Hebrews noted the function in this way. “Remember 
your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and 
imitate their faith” (Heb. 13:7 NIV). Elders cannot lead further into spiritual things than they 
have personally gone. Each elder within God’s church must have the attitude of the Apostle Paul. 
“Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). 
 
4) To guard right doctrine (I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9) 
A critical ingredient to effective overseeing is the elder’s command of Scripture. He is to be one 
who is “holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be 
able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (Titus 1:9). Doctrinal 
purity is a prerequisite to spiritual health and vitality. Elders are charged with the task of 
maintaining the church on solid, biblical ground. 
 
5) To confront and initiate discipline when necessary (Matt. 18:15-20; Gal. 6:1-2; 2 
Thess. 3:14-15; see also I Thess. 5:12) 
If the tasks of careful oversight and doctrinal purity are taken seriously, then a proper 
administration of church discipline will naturally follow. Spiritual discipline is never easy but it 
is commanded. The elders must assume their responsibility for the care of the church. No 
wonder, then, that the local body of believers is encouraged in the following way. “Obey your 
leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” 
(Heb. 13:17). 
 
6) To minister to the sick (or weak) and needy (Jas. 5:14-15: I Tim. 5:3-16; compare 
also God’s concern for the needy in Ps. 12:5; 69:33; et al.; see also “hospitable” in I 
Tim. 3:2 and Titus 1:8). 
A part of the elders’ responsibility is to shepherd those in need. While there is debate as to 
whether the “sick” of James 5 are physically sick or spiritually weak, one definite principle is 
sure. The elders are to evidence their concern for those who are in need by faithful prayer. For 
certain, an elder’s ministry reaches out to those in need. 
 
7) To appoint and commission leadership (I Tim. 5:22; I Tim. 4:14; compare with 
Eph. 4:11-12ff). 
As elders oversee and shepherd the church, they will, of necessity, be equipping the saints for 
the work of the ministry. Not only do elders care for the administrative organization of the 
church, but they are responsible for the raising up of new leadership as well. Such an ongoing 
task requires the utmost spiritual discernment and care. 
 
Summary: Thus, we have seen that the office of church leadership at Fellowship is that of 
elder. Although the New Testament is flexible and uses interchangeably elder, overseer and 
shepherd, the best description of the office is elder. Therefore, Fellowship has a Board of Elders. 
Additionally, we have noted the necessity for a plurality of elders. Our biblical conviction is that 
the Bible supports mutuality of ministry and plurality of leadership. Seven specific ministry 
functions were also suggested. Each was stated and briefly defined. These biblical functions 
instruct the elder as to the type of ministry he is to have. 



 
Please Note: The Elders of Fellowship have rewritten the church’s “bylaws” (1988). A 
distinction between the Elder Board and Shepherding Elders was made. The Elder Board’s 
responsibility is to set the spiritual, theological and philosophical direction of the church. Their 
role and function has been described in the preceding pages. Shepherding elders are men who 
are biblically qualified for the office, who have been recognized by the church body, and who 
function in the “shepherding elder ministry” as described by the Board of Elders. These men 
focus on the shepherding rather than overseeing function. They are extensions of the Elder 
Board, but do not meet to set policy or direction. 
 
 
 

Scripture Memory- Work with an Accountability Partner and Try 
for Word Perfect 
 
The Topical Memory System (order verse packs from Navpress) 
 

 
Topical Memory System- Life Issues  (order verse packs from Navpress) 
 
 

 

Self Image- Who I am in Christ by Neil Anderson 
 
I am Accepted… 

1. John 1:12 I am God’s child. 
2. John 15:15 I am Christ’s friend. 
3. Romans 5:1 I have been justified. 
4. 1 Cor. 6:17 I am united with the Lord (one spirit). 
5. 1 Cor. 6:19-20 I am bought with a price; I belong to God. 
6. 1 Cor. 12:27 I am a member of Christ’s Body. 
7. Ephesians 1:1 I am a saint. 
8. Ephesians 1:5 I have been adopted as God’s child. 
9. Ephesians 2:8 I have access to God through the Holy Spirit. 
10. Colossians 1:14 I have been redeemed and forgiven. 
11. Colossians 2:10 I am complete in Christ. 

I am Secure… 

1. Romans 8:1-2 I am free forever from condemnation. 
2. Romans 8:28 I am assured all works together for good. 
3. Romans 8:31-34 I am free from any charge against me. 
4. Romans 8:35-39 I cannot be separated from the love of God. 
5. 2 Cor. 1:21-22 I am established, anointed and sealed by God. 
6. Colossians 3:3 I am hidden with Christ in God. 
7. Philippians 1:6 I am confident that the good work God has begun in me will be 

perfected. 
8. Philippians 3:20 I am a citizen of heaven. 



9. 2 Timothy 1:7 I have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a 
sound mind. 

10. Hebrews 4:16 I can find grace and mercy in time of need. 
11. 1 John 5:18 I am born of God; the evil one cannot touch me. 

I am Significant… 

1. Matthew 5:13-14 I am the salt and light of the earth. 
2. John 15:1,5 I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. 
3. John 15:16 I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. 
4. Acts 1:8 I am a personal witness of Christ’s. 
5. 1 Cor. 3:16 I am God’s temple. 
6. 2 Cor. 5:17-21 I am a minister of reconciliation for God. 
7. 2 Cor. 6:1 I am God’s co-worker (1 Corinthians 3:9). 
8. Ephesians 2:6 I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. 
9. Ephesians 2:10 I am God’s workmanship. 
10. Ephesians 3:12 I may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
11. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

This was taken off website of Neil Anderson and Freedom in Christ Ministries. All rights 
reserved. See www.ficm.org. 

 

 

Attributes of God- Moody Handbook of Theology 
 
DEFINITION 
The categorization and identification of God’s attributes is somewhat arbitrary as can be 
seen by the variety in the following chart. Some identify a separate category (apart from 
attributes) for identifying the Person of God, listing features such as spirituality, 
personality, immensity, and eternity. A number of theologians such as Louis Berkhof, 
Charles Hodge, William Shedd, and Herman Bavinck follow with some variations the 
categories set forth in the Westminster Confession. Others such as J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
and Charles Ryrie refuse to categorize the attributes. It does seem helpful to assemble 
the characteristics of God systematically. 
 
The attributes of God may be defined as “those distinguishing characteristics of the 
divine nature which are inseparable from the idea of God and which constitute the basis 
and ground for his various manifestations to his creatures.”8 God’s attributes are to be 
distinguished from His works. God’s attributes do not “add” anything to God; they reveal 
His nature. Gordon Lewis provides a comprehensive definition. 

 
God is an invisible, personal, and living Spirit, distinguished from all other spirits by 
several kinds of attributes: metaphysically God is self-existent, eternal, and unchanging; 
intellectually God is omniscient, faithful, and wise; ethically God is just, merciful, and 
loving; emotionally God detests evil, is longsuffering, and is compassionate; existentially 
God is free, authentic, and omnipotent; relationally God is transcendent in being, 



immanent universally in providential activity, and immanent with His people in 
redemptive activity.9 
 
God’s attributes are usually classified under two categories. The pairs of titles that are 
used depends on which of many contrasts the theologian wishes to emphasize. More 
frequent classifications include absolute and relative, 
incommunicable  and  communicable  (intransitive and transitive), or moral and non-
moral. In the study of God’s attributes it is import ant not to exalt one attribute over 
another; when that is done it presents a caricature of God. It is all the attributes of God 
taken together that provide an understanding of the nature and Person of God. As 
already indicated, the following categorization, which follows the divisions of A. H. 
Strong, is somewhat arbitrary like any other listing 

 

ABSOLUTE ATTRIBUTES 

Spirituality.  God is spirit (not a spirit) who does not have corporeity or physical form 
(John 4:24). A body localizes, but God as spirit is everywhere; He cannot be limited. 
Although God does not have a body, He is nonetheless a substance but not material. 
Spirituality goes further than simply identifying God as not having a body; it also means 
He is the source of all life. The prohibition of Exodus 20:4 was given because God does 
not have a physical form, hence, it is wrong to make any likeness of Him. The many 
references to God’s physical features (cf. Gen. 3:8; 1 Kings 8:29 ; Ps. 34:15; Isa. 65:2) are 
anthropomorphisms (figurative language giving God human characteristics used to 
attempt to make Him understandable). 
 
Self-existence.  God’s self-existence means “He has the ground of His existence in 
Himself.…God is independent in His Being, but also...He is independent in everything 
else; in His virtues, decrees, works, and.… causes everything to depend on 
Him.”10 Exodus 3:14 emphasizes His self  existence in His identification, “I AM WHO I 
AM.” The verb to be emphasizes He has continual existence in Himself. John 
5:26 further stresses that the Father has life in Himself. An unborn child is dependent on 
its mother for life; animals are dependent on their surroundings for life; trees and plants 
are dependent on sun and rain for life; every living thing is dependent on someone or 
something else but God is independent and existent in Himself (Dan. 5:23; Acts 17:28 ). 
 
Immutability.  Immutability “is that perfection of God by which He is devoid of all 
change, not only in His Being, but also in His perfections, and in His purposes and 
promises...and is free from all accession or diminution and from all growth or decay in 
His Being or perfections.”11 Change is always for better or for worse, but since God is 
absolute perfection, improvement or deterioration are impossible for Him. Malachi 
3:6 teaches the doctrine of immutability: “I, the Lord, do not change.” James 
1:17 indicates there is no variation or shifting shadow with God. There is change 
throughout the world from year to year but God does not change in His Person nor in 
His response to His creatures. The value of this doctrine is enormous: since God does not 
change, His love and His promises forever remain certain. For example, He will never 
change concerning His promise in John 3:16. 

 
Unity.  Two thoughts are expressed in the unity of God. First, it emphasizes that God is 
one numerically. It was this belief that set Israel apart from her polytheistic neighbors. 
Part of Israel’s daily worship was the recitation of the Shema (Deut. 6:4) which affirmed, 
“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!” This statement was a declaration 



of monotheism, affirming that God is one in His essence and cannot be divided. It also 
affirmed Him as absolutely unique; there is none other that can be compared with Him 
(cf. Ex. 15:11).12 The emphasis on God as numerically one is also stressed in 1 Timothy 
2:5 and 1 Corinthians 8:6. Second, the unity of God stresses that God is not a composite 
and cannot be divided into parts. The statement stresses the “inner and qualitative unity” 
of God.13 Because the Lord alone is God, none other is to share His glory, hence the 
prohibition, “Guard yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21). 
 
Truth.  Truth means that the facts conform to reality; truth identifies things as they are. 
Properly defined in relation to God, truth is “that perfection of His being by virtue of 
which He fully answers to the idea of the Godhead, is perfectly reliable in His revelation, 
and sees things as they really are.”14 First, it means He is the true God in distinction to 
all others; there is none like Him (Isa. 44:8–10, 45:5); second, He is the truth in that His 
Word and His revelation are reliable (Num. 23:19; Rom. 3:3–4; John 14:1, 2, 6; Heb. 
6:18; Titus 1:2). He can be trusted. Third, He knows things as they are; He is the 
beginning of all knowledge and makes it available to man in order that man may have 
fellowship with Him. He is the truth in a comprehensive sense: “He is the source of all 
truth, not only in the sphere of morals and religion, but also in every field of scientific 
endeavor.”15 
 
Love.  First John 4:8 indicates “God is love” while verse 10 explains how that love is 
displayed: “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.” Thus, God’s love may be defined as “that perfection of 
the divine nature by which God is eternally moved to communicate himself. It is not a 
mere emotional impulse, but a rational and voluntary affection, having its ground in 
truth and holiness and its exercise in free choice.”16 The Greek term agape, translated 
“love,” is frequently used to denote God and His response to humanity (cf. John 3:16; 
5:42; Rom. 5:5, 8; 8:35, 39; 1 John 4:10, 11, 19; Rev. 1:5).17 Agape denotes a reasoned-
out love, rather than an emotionally-based love (but not devoid of emotion)—one that 
loves the object irrespective of the worth of the object and even though the love may not 
be reciprocated. 
 
Holiness.  The basic meaning of holiness is “set apart” or “separation” (Heb. qedosh; 
Gk. hagiazo). Many see holiness as the foremost attribute of all because holiness 
pervades all the other attributes of God and is consistent with all He is and does. 
Several features are embraced in the holiness of God. It has a transcendent emphasis, 
indicating “He is absolutely distinct from all His creatures and is exalted above them in 
infinite majesty.”18 Exodus 15:11 explains that in His holiness God is without peer and 
awesome—revealed in the marvelous way He delivered Israel from the Egyptians. Isaiah 
57:15 describes His transcendence: He is “high and exalted” living on a “high and holy 
place.” It has an ethical emphasis, indicating “He is separate from moral evil or sin. 
‘Holiness’ points to God’s majestic purity, or ethical majesty.”19 The foundation of this 
emphasis is Leviticus 11:44, 45, “Be holy, for I am holy.” Because God is morally pure, He 
cannot condone evil or have any relationship to it (Ps. 11:4–6). In His holiness God is the 
moral and ethical standard; He is the law. He sets the standard.20 
 
RELATIVE ATTRIBUTES 
Some attributes may be termed “relative” because they are related to time and space. 
 
Eternity.  The eternity of God is usually understood as related to time. By definition it 
means that God is not limited or bound by time; with God there is no succession of 



events; He is above all temporal limitations. “With Him there is no distinction between 
the present, past, and future; but all things are equally and always present to Him.”21 
His eternity is expressed in Psalm 90:2, “from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.” 
God’s eternity extends backward to infinity and forward to infinity. Moreover, God’s 
eternity is also related to His eternal rule in His universal kingdom (Ps. 102:12).22 God’s 
eternity is also related to His name. In Exodus 3:14 He informed Moses that His name is 
“I AM WHO I AM.” Some scholars relate His name, Lord (v. 14), to “I AM WHO I AM” 
and to the present tense of the Hebrew verb hayah, meaning “to be.” Hence, God’s name 
reflects His eternity in that He is the “continually existing One.” However, this is not to 
suggest that time is unreal or non-existent with God. While God sees everything as an 
eternal now, He nonetheless, in relation to man and creation, sees a succession of events 
in time. 
 
Immensity.  Immensity may be defined as “that perfection of the Divine Being by 
which He transcends all spatial limitations, and yet is present in every point of space 
with His whole Being.”23 First Kings 8:27 emphasizes this truth (cf. also Isa. 66:1; Jer. 
23:23, 24; Acts 7:48, 49). Solomon declared, “heaven and highest heaven cannot contain 
Thee.” Solomon had built a magnificent temple to the Lord but recognized that God 
could not be contained in a temple. Unlike human bodies that are bounded and limited 
to space, God in His immensity is not limited or localized. In His entire Being  He fills all 
places, but not to the same degree. “He does not dwell on earth as He does in heaven, in 
animals as He does in man, in the inorganic as He does in the organic creation, in the 
wicked as He does in the pious, nor in the Church as He does in Christ.”24 There are also 
relative at tributes that are related to creation, that is, they reveal some aspects of God’s 
person in His dealings with people and creation. 
 
Omnipresence.  In the next three attributes the prefix omni comes from the Latin 
word omnis, meaning “all.” Thus, omnipresence means God is everywhere present (this 
is contrasted with pantheism, which states that God is in everything). More specifically, 
omnipresence may be defined as “God, in the totality of his essence, without diffusion or 
expansion, multiplication or division, penetrates and fills the universe in all its parts.”25 
Psalm 139:7–12 explains the omnipresence of God. From the highest heaven to the 
depths of the earth and sea—God is everywhere present. There is no escaping God’s 
presence. In the definition it is noted that God is present everywhere in the totality of His 
person. This definition militates against the idea that God is in heaven and only His 
power is on earth. A distinction should be recognized between the immensity of God and 
the omnipresence of God. Immensity emphasizes the transcendence of God and stresses 
that He is not bound by space, whereas omnipresence emphasizes His immanence, 
filling all space, including earth. The doctrine of omnipresence is a comfort to the 
believer who recognizes that no calamity can befall him that God is not present with 
Him; it is also a warning to the disobedient person that he cannot escape the presence of 
God. 
 
Omniscience.  The English word omniscience comes from the Latin words omnis, 
meaning “all,” and scientia, meaning “knowledge” ; thus it means that God has all 
knowledge. A more comprehensive definition will state that God knows all things actual 
and possible, past, present, and future, in one eternal act.26 A number of things should 
be noted about God’s omniscience. 
(1) God knows all things that exist in actuality (Ps. 139:1–6; 147:4; Matt. 6:8; 10:28–30). 
The psalmist recognized the omniscience of God in that God knew his actions, his 
thoughts, his words before he even spoke them, and his entire life (Ps. 139:1–4). 



(2) God knows all the variables concerning things that have not occurred. Jesus knew 
what Tyre and Sidon would have done had the gospel been preached to them (Matt. 
11:21). 
(3) God knows all future events. Because God is eternal and knows all things in one 
eternal act, events that are future to man are an “eternal now” to God. He knew the 
nations that would dominate Israel (Dan. 2:36–43; 7:4–8), and He knows the events that 
will yet transpire upon the earth (Matt. 2425; Rev. 6–19). 
(4) God’s knowledge is intuitive. It is immediate, not coming through the senses; it is 
simultaneous, not acquired through observation or reason; it is actual, complete, and 
according to reality. 
 
Omnipotence.  The term omnipotence signifies that God is all powerful. However, it 
does not suggest that because God is all powerful He can and does do anything or 
everything at random. A proper definition states: “God is all-powerful and able to do 
whatever he wills. Since his will is limited by his nature, God can do everything that is in 
harmony with his perfections.”27 In other words, the question, “Can God create a stone 
so large that He could not lift it?” is not a legitimate question. God can do all things that 
are in harmony with His nature and Person. 
The name Almighty means “the mighty one” and is probably derived from the verb 
meaning “to be strong” (cf. Gen. 17:1; 28:3; Isa. 13:6; Ezek. 1:24; Joel 1:15). Because God 
is Almighty, all things are possible (Matt. 19:26). The One who has formed the unborn 
child (Ps. 139:13–16) and created the heavens (Jer. 32:17) can do all things; nothing is 
too hard for Him. He does as He pleases (Ps. 115:3) and decrees all things in accordance 
with His will (Eph. 1:11). 
God cannot do things that are not in harmony with His nature. He cannot go back on His 
word (2 Tim. 2:13); He cannot lie (Heb. 6:18); He has no relationship to sin (Hab. 1:13; 
James 1:13). Since God is able to do as He pleases, the doctrine of God’s omnipotence 
becomes a source of great comfort for the believer (cf. Gen. 18:14; 1 Pet. 1:5). There are 
also relative attributes of God that relate to morality. 
 
Truth.  In speaking of God as truth it is implied that God is all that He as God should be 
and that His word and revelation are completely reliable. 
(1) God is the truth in His person. He is perfectly complete and completely perfect as 
God; He is without peer (Isa. 45:5). 
(2) God is the truth in His revelation (Ps. 110:5; 1 Pet. 1:25; Matt. 5:18). It means that He 
is completely true in His revelation to mankind. He is reliable. Unlike a mortal, God 
cannot lie (Tit. 1:2; Heb. 6:18); He speaks the truth and fulfills everything that He has 
promised to do (Num. 23:19). God is true in that He will never abrogate His promises 
(Rom. 3:3–4). In concert with the Father Jesus proclaimed, “I am the truth” (John 14:6). 
His word was reliable; His disciples could trust Him. The application of this doctrine is 
of significant value. Since God is truth it means His word to mankind is absolutely 
reliable and can be trusted implicitly. It means He will never renege on a promise He has 
made, such as in John 3:16. 
 
Mercy.  A general definition of mercy is “the goodness or love of God shown to those 
who are in misery or distress, irrespective of their deserts.”28 The Hebrew word chesed 
in the Old Testament emphasizes “help or kindness as the grace of a superior.” It stresses 
the faithfulness of God despite  man’s unfaithfulness and therefore emphasizes pity, 
sympathy, and love . The New Testament Greek word eleos also includes the idea of pity 
and sympathy and may be translated “loving-kindness” in a general sense.29 God’s 
mercy seeks both the temporal need of mankind (Ruth 1:8; Heb. 4:16) as well as the 



eternal salvation of people (Rom. 9:23; Eph. 2:4; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:3; Isa. 55:7); however, 
the latter is the stress in the New Testament. His mercy extends to Israel (Ps. 102:13) as 
well as to Gentiles (Rom. 11:30–32; 15:9). His mercy is free of obligation and given 
according to His sovereign choice (Rom. 9:15–16, 18). A concordance study of mercy (use 
a concordance that lists the usage of the Hebrew word chesed) reveals that God is indeed 
“rich in mercy,” which is particularly reflected in the Psalms (cf. 5:7; 6:4; 13:5; 17:7; 
18:50; 21:7; 23:6, etc.; note: the word is frequently translated “loving-kindness” ). 
 
Grace.  Grace may be defined as the unmerited or undeserving favor of God to those 
who are under condemnation. A prominent Old Testament word describing God’s grace 
is also chesed.30 This word denotes deliverance from enemies, affliction, or adversity 
(Ps. 6:4; 31:7, 16; 57:3; 69:13–16); enablement (Ps. 85:7); daily guidance (Ps. 143:8); 
forgiveness (Num. 14:19; Ps. 51:1); and preservation (Ps. 23:6; 33:18; 42:8; 94:18; 119:75, 
76). The New Testament word charis particularly focuses on the provision of salvation in 
Christ.31 Grace is reflected in God providing salvation (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7; 2:8); Christ 
brought grace and truth (John 1:18; Rom. 1:5); the grace of Christ enabled believers to 
have a positional standing before God (Rom. 5:2); Christ brought life instead of death 
through grace (Rom. 5:17); the grace of Christ exceeded the sin of Adam (Rom. 5:15, 20); 
the grace of Christ dispensed spiritual gifts to all believers (Rom. 12:6; Eph. 4:7); Jews 
and Gentiles alike are accepted through grace (Eph. 3:2). 
 
Justice.  Justice is sometimes taken together with the righteousness of God. The justice 
of God means that God is entirely correct and just in all His dealings with humanity; 
moreover, this justice acts in accordance with His law. The justice of God, therefore, is 
related to man’s sin. Since God’s law reflects God’s standard, then God is righteous and 
just when He judges man for His violation of God’s revealed law.  The justice of God is 
sometimes divided into several categories. The rectoral justice of God recognizes God as 
moral ruler who, in imposing His moral law in the world, promises reward for the 
obedient and punishment for the disobedient (Ps. 99:4; Rom. 1:32). The distributive 
justice of God relates to the execution of the law in terms of both reward and punishment 
(Isa. 3:10, 11; Rom. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:17). Distributive justice is both positive and negative. On 
the positive side it is termed remunerative justice (a reflectio n of divine love), which 
dispenses reward to the obedient (Deut. 7:9; Ps. 58:11; Rom. 2:7). On the negative side it 
is termed retributive justice, an expression of divine wrath in which God punishes the 
wicked (Gen. 2:17 ; Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:10; Rom. 6:23). Since God is just and righteous, 
the punishment of evildoers is fair because they receive the just penalty due them for 
their sin.32 
 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD: 
VARIETIES OF CATEGORIZATION 

Theologians Categories Attributes 
Henry C. 
Thiessen 

Non-moral Omnipresence 
Omniscience 
Omnipotence 
Immutability 

Vernon D. 
Doerksen 

Moral Holiness 
Righteousness and Justice 
Goodness and Mercy 
Truth 



Augustus 
Hopkins 
Strong 

Absolute/Immanent Spirituality: life personality 
Infinity: self-existence, immutability, 
unity 
Perfection: truth, love, holiness  

 Relative/Transitive Related to time and space: 
eternity, immensity 
Related to creation: 
omnipresence, omniscience, 
omnipotence 
Related to moral beings: 
truth and faithfulness 
mercy and goodness (transitive love), 
justice and righteousness (transitive 
holiness) 

William G. T. 
Shedd 

Charles 
Hodge 

Louis Berkhof 
Herman 
Bavnick 

Incommunicable Shedd/Hodge: self-existence,  
simplicity, infinity, eternity, 
immutability 
Berkhof: self-existence, immutability, 
unity, infinity (perfection, eternity, 
immensity) 
Bavnick: independence, 
self-sufficiency, immutability, infinity: 
eternity, immensity, (omnipresence); 
oneness (numerical, qualitative)  

 Communicable Shedd/Hodge: wisdom, benevolence, 
holiness, justice, compassion, truth 
Berkhof: 
spirituality 
intellectual 
knowledge 
wisdom 
veracity 
moral goodness (love, grace, 
mercy, longsuffering) 
holiness 
righteousness 
remunerative justice 
retributive justice 
sovereignty 
sovereign will 
sovereign power 
Bavnick: 
Life and Spirit 
spirituality 
invisibility 
Perfect in self-consciousness 
knowledge, omniscience 
wisdom 
veracity 
Ethical nature 



goodness 
righteousness 
holiness 
Lord, King, Sovereign 
will 
freedom 
omnipotence 
Absolute Blessedness 
perfection 
blessedness 
glory  

Millard J. 
Erickson 

Greatness Spirituality 
Personality 
Life 
Infinity 
Constancy 

 Goodness Moral Purity 
holiness 
righteousness 
justice 
Integrity 
genuineness 
veracity 
faithfulness 
Love 
benevolence 
grace 
mercy 
persistence  

 Metaphysically Self-existent 
eternal 
Unchanging 

Gordon R. 
Lewis 

Intellectually Omniscient 
Faithful 
Wise 

 Ethically Holy 
Righteous 
Loving 

 Emotionally Detests evil 
Long-suffering 
Compassionate 

 Existentially Free 
Authentic 
Omnipotent  

 Relationally Transcendent in being 
Immanent universally in providential 
activity 
Immanent with His people in  
redemptive activity 



 


